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" 'I assure you that it is out of the question,' I told him,
greatly worried. I thought he would leave and the first buyer
would slip from my hands, but he said, 'Well, if it is impos-
sible, that's that.' And he handed me the money. I was so
happy that I gave him thirty kopeks for a cab."
The venture was profitable. By the end of the year Anna
Grigorievna sold three thousand copies and disposed of the
remaining five hundred in the following years.
At the end of 1872, Prince Meshchersky, publisher of The
Citizen, offered Dostoevsky the position of editor-in-chief
of his magazine with a salary of three thousand rubles a year.
The fact that The Possessed had been a failure rekindled
Dostoevsky's desire to engage in a fight to the death against
liberal ideas. He had been planning for some time to found
a magazine called A Writer's Diary, where he would express
his opinions on contemporary events. Prince Meshchersky's
offer enabled him to realize his dream in a different form.
Instead of editing an independent magazine, he was to write
an important column in a respectable weekly. He accepted.
The board of censorship ratified his appointment as editor-
in-chief of The Citizen, but "made all possible reservations as
regards the ulterior activities of this personage."
The literary staff of The Citizen was composed of such
writers of the extreme Right as Maikov, Philipov, Strakhov,
and Bielov. The spirit of the magazine was distinctly con-
servative and anti-European, and it became even more so
under the editorship of Dostoevsky.
At first Feodor Mikhailovich imagined that his new post
would leave him some free time for writing his books, but
soon he was compelled to sacrifice his activity as a novelist
in favor of his duties as an editor. He received authors, read
articles, edited them (particularly those by Prince Meshcher-